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Happy Holidays!!!! 

I would like to wish everyone the best this holiday season and give you a little update on what I’ve been up to this past year! It’s been a very exciting year for me and having put patience and perseverance to the test, I can affirm it works! Please note my new address and phone number at the bottom.

Special Thanks: 

I receive so much help and greatly appreciate every bit of it… Over the past year there are a few people I would like to thank in particular for their generous assistance, and encouragement.

• For being such an awesome family and supporting my decisions:

Mary Lou Colprit, Dean Colprit, Dawn Kirk
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• For being a great and generous host this summer:

Scott Alvarez

• For being a great inspiration in my life and leaders in my chosen profession:

Ben Shneiderman, Juhan Sonin, Chris Gielow, Don Norman, Aaron Oppenheimer

The past 365+-1 days:
At this time a year ago I graduated from RPI. I also became an official member of the national service fraternity Alpha Phi Omega, and got my first car (1998 Green Buick Regal named Bubs). Definitely a great start to an awesome year.

Having decided to be particularly picky about my first job I continued my job search from my apartment in Troy, NY. While still close to RPI I was able to take advantage of all the activities RPI has to offer including attending the hockey games, taking ballroom dance lessons, and playing soccer with APO.

In May, our apartment lease came to an end and I moved to Washington DC where Scott Alvarez graciously offered me a place to stay while I continued my job search.  Throughout my job search efforts I made a tremendous amount of contacts throughout the field of HCI, government, and various other fields.  The ability to manage these contacts fueled a personal project to create a Contact Management System.  I still continue to use it daily and update it with features from time to time.  This summer I also took up tennis, ice-skating, cooking, and taught myself how to do a rainbow kick in soccer. 

In August I accepted a job offer from Benefitfocus.com, a software company here in Charleston, South Carolina. They do online benefit management, which eliminates a great deal of the paper processing done by employees, companies, and insurance carriers. As a Usability Engineer/ Interface Designer in the Product Management department I am responsible for designing, prototyping, and testing new features and improvements for the software.

I am enjoying Charleston very much, particularly the warmer weather, and seeing palm trees every day. I do miss the mountains but the activities here are endless.  I’ve been able to enjoy sailing, beach bonfires, and the ability to walk to work.  I’ve also joined a choir, and am now learning to play guitar.

This month I moved into my own apartment and am enjoying it immensely. I look forward to staying in one place for a least a year’s time and am excited about what the New Year will bring.  I have joined the Big Brother Big Sister program here and just recently received a match for a little brother. This coming fall I will begin distance grad school courses from RPI and work toward a Masters Degree in HCI (Human Computer Interaction) beginning with the HCI Certificate program they offer.

My Website: www.rpi-polymath.com
310 Harbor Pointe Dr. Apt 4

Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464

(843) 276-3456

kirkd@alum.rpi.edu
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Bubs 





APO at Overnighter

My Peach & Blue Berry Pie

[image: image6.png]



[image: image7.png]




Contact Management System (“address book” software)

The Family
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The company I work at

Thanksgiving in California
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     Charleston, SC

       Sarah & Julia “painting” my apartment[image: image13.png]





    My Halloween Costume




Wendy, Me, Peter at a DC United game


Spring Break in DC

- Dustin Kirk








